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_ Since Armstrong’s death, the WCG has un-
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Pyramidology and Pyramid Power
Was the Great Pyramxd in Egypt builtby -
space travelers, citizens of the lost city of At-
lantis, or Noah? Are the measurements of its-
ihner pass ges keys to Bible prophecy? Does.
the pyrami shage itself generate invisible. . -
power or energy? These questions and other"
are explored in this month's Prof11e. : '
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. James K. Wa]ker '

Trmz

or the past several years Watchman :
Fellowshlp has been reportmg sub-

stantive doctrinal changes in the

Worldwide Church of God founded. by 1 ¢

Herbert W. Armstrong. Possibly the most
important development 15 date involves |

reports from insiders that Joseph W,

Tkach, current leader of the 98,475 mem-
ber church, has approved a new doctrinal
position concerning the nature of God.

'Church spokespersons would not confirm
" or deny the reports, but accordmg to reli-

able sources, for the fi e in its 59 year

history the Worldwide Church of God is -

poised to embrace the doctrine of the Trin-
ity and the Personality of the Holy Spirit.

' stron

Since the death of Armstrong in 1986,
the church has been reevaluating its doc-
trinal position on everything from the na-
ture of God to the use of women’s cosmet-
ics. Because of a new and more scholarly
approach to issues of history and Biblg
doctrine, most of the unique teachings of.
its founder havc been greatly modified or

ompl (see Watchman FEx-
positor Vol. 8 No.5, 1991 for an in-depth .
discussion of doctnna.l changes) '

Controversy and Splzts -

“With the changes have comie harsh criti-
cism from some members — mcludmg-
ministers, Some have left to form rival
churches. Tkach states: I have been ag-

gused of ‘totally dismantling everything error some held of thinking Jesus could

God gave the Church through Mr, Arm-
"... Some people think they are be- -
ing f_aith_ful to what Mr. Armstrong taught

Watchman Expositor . |

by tenaciously. clinging
o old doctrines the

‘changed” (The World-

. himself was criticized
- for doctrinal changes
‘made durmg his life, Af-.

- church has made. under

‘understanding of the

WO-rldwide Church o God
ccep ts _

church - has- now
wide- News, 22 Iuly
1991, p. 1),

Tkach rightly ob-
served that Armstrong

ter naming some of
Armstrong’s changes,
Tkach listed a number of |
the new changes the

his administration. He

explained: “some today
resist the change in our

biblical meaning of the
term born from above or
born again, the change
in the use of cosmetics,
the change in the ac-
knowledgement of
birthdays, the decision
for the [Ambassador]
College to apply for ac-

creditation, the change

_inour understandmg of ¢ physwal sin, " the

change in the use of the medical profes-

- sion, the change in our explanation of in-

terracial marriage and the correction of the

have failed in his mission” (fbid).

These are by no._means all: of the
changcs under Tkach’s Ieadershlp In an} I.

attempt to _]llStlfy hxs own rival church the -

Philadelphia Church of God, Gerald"
Flurry cites thirty major doctrinal changes
since the death of Armstrong and another
critic, former pastor David Pack, has con-

 piled a list of over 150 major and minor.
-changes. Late last year Christianity Today
_mterv:cWed Watchman Fellowshlp con-
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-'cemmg the nature and depth of the doc-
trinal developments already under way 9 |

- November 1992, pp. 57-58). But 1993
- may mark the most significant change to

- date ~a major new position conccrmng the

doctrine of the Tnmty

- New Tnmty Db_étrz'né |

~ According to reliable sources outside of

and within the church, a meeting took

place in June at the chui‘ch’s'headquaners
in Pasadena, California said to be one of

the most important since the book of Acts. -
The meeting was reportedly held in’

thiee parts with the Regional Directors,

- Evangelists, and editorial staff and Am-

) the view of traditional Christian .

" new position to filter down to the Tocal

© church’s most recent booklet discuss-

ing the nature of-G.od. th'é 1992 publica:
.»Wwas being rewsed (Initer-.

tion, God Is..
view, 12 July 1993).

Holy Spmt ”He” ot ”It”?

. Hulme ‘felt that it was -mappropn_ate to
_ discuss the possible nature of the revisions

with Watchman Fellowship at this time, It _
should be nioted, however, that this book
does reflect the church’s traditional con-

cept that the Holy Spirit is_not a personal

' bemg but is an impersonal force — not a

¢” but an “It.” Under the heading “But |

' the Holy Spirit Is Not a Person,” the book- |
“let states: “In irying to explain an apparent

: Tnmtydocmne reasons beybnd what tﬁé

“Bihle explicitly reveals.....The World-

| . wide Church of God does not teach that

| the Holy Spiritis a person...” {p, 45),

. Whether or not this is the_‘sect_lon being .
revised is a matter of speculation at this .-
point, but the church has undoubtedly
‘made definite steps toward the Trinity
doctrine in recent years. Under Arm-
strong’s leadership,.the Church claimed \
that the Tnmty doctrine was pagan 1 and

. three Persons Armstrong claimed, /

..God is not merely one Person, noreven
hr_mtcd toa ‘Trinity,” but God is FAMILY.

contradiction (how three can be one), the

‘The doctrine of the Trinity is false” (The -

bassador College faculty each attend-

" He is said to have presented a biblical
“defe ine of the Person- |

~ been presented fo those in attendance

" do not believe the Holy Spirit is a third
~ person_in _the Godhead” (Worldwide

ing different meetings with the same
agenda. Joseph Tkach Jr. presided over
the meeting and K.1. Stavrinides,
known as one of the church’s leading
scholars, served as the nain presenter. .

ality of the Holy Spirit, which in recent

months had been a final obstacle sepa-
rating the church’s view of God from

churches that hold to a Trinitarian °
view. This doctrine was said to have

as the new position of the church, But
itis not known how long it will take this

churches and ministers.

While the church has been makmg
tentative steps in this direction for some
time, the alleged meeting marks an im-
portant new development in the
church’s thinking. Just two years ago,
Tkach listed some differences between
Protestant churches and the Worldwide
Charch of God_stating: “We do not
believe the doctrine of the Trinity. We

News, 22 July 1991, p. 4). . -

In a brief telephone interview with
Watchman Fellowship, David Hulme,
Director of Communications and Pub- [

lic Affairs for the Worldwide Church |5~

of God, would neither confirm nor
deny the alleged meetings. He did,
however, acknowledge the fact that the

Mlssmg Dimension In Sex, p. 37). Arm-
strong taught that the Holy Spirit was
not a Person therefore the Father and
i Son were two Persons. But God was
¥ not limited to just two Persons. Ac-.
| cording.to Armstrong, each worthy
| member of the Church could be God. )
o |/ This classic pesition of
Armstronglsm was reflected in church

composed child of your heavenly Fa- -
1 |ther? You will be what He is — God”
1 [{(Good News, Nov./Dec. 1988, p. 5)..
[ Even as late as 1990 in the a:ticle,\

g “Who Was Jesus’ Father?,” the Good
| Newsdeclared, “The conceptofa Trm—
|| ity is nowhere found in the Bible...
has been formulated by men under the
influence of Satan.... The Trinity hides
from man God’s plan of salvation. The
Trinity doctrine maintains that the
Godhead is a closed unit into which no
;| .one else can enter” (Ibid Nov./Dec.
1990, p. 10).
Then in 1991 , just a few weeks after
the Nov/Dec. Good News issue was
i released, the article, “Who Was Jesus’

Father?’ was “officially declared null

and void by the Church” and the maga- -
zine was dxscontmue {letter from Mi-

=]

cha e Director_of
Public . 1 mes Walker, 7

March 1991). Later that year, Tkach
explamed part of the error of thc article

Conrmued on page 18
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aked WCG Memo
Juestions British
sraelism  '

Phillip Arn
_ " Perbert W. Arm- |- o : ' o : ' Inhis first Dear Brethren
H_ strong considered | ' s s s e | etter Meredith wrote,
_ R e s o s o s B e R i o e e |
. the identity of the : _agm_:_m_.%m D abou_t the truly MA§SIV.E &
Isracl_lte people to be qf_ L = :-m-:__,:a_,'::“"‘un“:-:“"-_,-;_""“-_? ST doctnm}l changes in the - '
most importance, He claimed LThe oot s et B el i Gl il Worldwide Church of God :
that one of the eighteen great | ;E;_;—Egg’—'-ﬂ;f—}'_“—;:_ Sk fg&";‘ﬁ: '5'_-:-»:;5",_-;,-:"-::-’_"-“- (WCG). Let me list some of -
truths God [‘estored thl'ough .h-:-nnmnln-- Y Wdndiny o Ta ) .A —-—— '“hrhxﬁ'%“h them for YOH: .-; 7 ‘Ihey .
. . . : g e P iy el e A B Ay S ) Frus & ko] paios of vias By Yor WSE'n vven e - - A R
his ‘ministry was that the CEmmEm IR Spmwslmm e e = | now say that the Israel truth
i itai "X v wmmer iy nwwirbes ook W § B e w =t T BT o an Ym -
United States, Britain and the LT SR B e S T - is based ‘on ‘myth and su
nations of Europe are the de- 1 e 2 i 72 28 o ¢ . pohm, 11 e REE REENSS SISSUT S - | perstition® (Joseph Tkach
scendants of the Lost Ten [T ey oy Iy ZIpEnyizswassswoes | Jr., publicly before the Palm

1
H
2l
:
§
i
I
H
! 1
£l
;

Tribes of Irael. | EecoeEm. EESESEUEUEE | Springs Regional Ministe
While serving as Assistant SRR R T o S I LS ST e tial Conference, Novem-
. . . SASELfLaw. Chrkatfa RAriClus L4 (hed Ly sheld me mmr 3 ey varning ux 5. . POt .
Director of Public Affairs for i i e T L e s _ ‘ber,. 1992}, And itis exceed-
. - B mews w - il vime o W ! . . . oo .
the Worldwide Church of mﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁfﬁ ' | R | ingly obvious under Mr.
(od, Michael Snyder senta’| . '&"-&i‘y..ﬂ;‘mmmm - : Tkach at least, the World-
- Y . e Nzuul PRty Pling e . X X K .
very -interesting letter to LI S e ' S wide Church will NEVER
. N el b gmit A Ean larsal mf St = mAriCEmI TESbAl. o ©
Watchman Feliowship. _ Limpimm e el e o . again teach the Israel truth

It stated, “You should also ' o _ - .| or warn our Israelitish na-
know that the Church’s be- SAp——— — i e == tions as commanded in
liefs concerning the modern | 1 Ezekiel 33:1-3" (31 De-
identity of ancient Israel are | cember 1992), '
currently under review., A The most convincing
two-year research project is | evidence concerning the
underway, which will pro- Y| WCG’s changing of the
duce either: 1) a summary of : - T - British Israel doctrine (US
historical and theological evidence con- Two years later, numerous sources are | & BC) has been received by ‘Watchman
firming the belief (after which a new work | reporting that a decision hias already been | Fellowship from two separate sources in
on the subject would likely be produced); | made but not yet released to the member-. | different parts of the country. The infor-
or 2) a major clarification of the belief; or | ship. One authoritative report comes from | mation has been verified by both sources
3) a statement in which the belief is com- | Roderick Meredith, who after forty years | ashaving come from a leaked WCG memo
pletely withdrawn and classed as specula- | as a minister in the Worldwide Church of | retrieved from the church’s computer net-
~ tion. In any incidence, the Church does not | God, recently resigned and formed his | work. The message is from Joseph Tkach
regard the belief in Israel's modern-day | own church(See Historical Chartonpage | Jr. at Church Administration (CHAD), to
identity to be an issue concerning eternal | 10). Mike Swagerty, of the History Department
salvation” (Letter dated 19 April 1991). - '

Watchman Expositor - —5- : © Vol 10, No. 7, 1993



-of the church-owncd Ambassador Col '
Iege m Blg Sandy, Texas

-~ Text af the Mema

The text reads in part: “I-Ix Mxkc' thtle
has been said because it was initially an-
nounced as a 2 year study project before

we revise the booklet. Since it will require -

more time than just the 2 years to produce
.anything, I would not preach on the topic
of Israel in end-time prophecy, ... Allow
me to acquaint you with some of the prob-
lems, if you are not already aware of them.
“1)From a Biblical overview: ... When

you stop and consider the significance of -

Acts 4:12... the teaching of US&BC
~ [United States and British Common-
wealth] has no significance. The national
identity is of no significance given
Christ’s sacrifice. God is no longer dealing
“with a single nation.

*2) From a plan of salvation view...
much of the relevance of our teaching on
US & BC is reduced to — so what! .
this life we ‘are asked to partake of God's
nature and be part of the Israel of God —
spiritual Israel,

“3) From a-historical view: All of our
traditional proofs are based upon folklore,

legend, myth and supetstition. 'I'heremay-

be some reliable historical evidence, but
.our booklet has never used any of it.

“4) From an ethical point of view: It is
a well known fact that Mr. Armstrong did
not originatc this teaching. In fact, earlier
editions of the US & BC plagiarized vast
portions of a book entitled Judah’s Scep-
tre and Joseph’s Birthright. It is not
possible to say this was revealed to Mr.
Armstrong, when in fact, we can see where
he copied it from — including the histori-
cal errors” (Subject: Israel in end-time

" prophecy, 10 August 1992),
Herbert Armstrong built a religiousem-
pire by taking minor issues, and in the case

of the identity of biblical Israel, a highly
‘speculative theory, and raising it to the
level of a foundational truth. Thousands of
members . were brought into the church
because of this one doctrine. In the light of
sound biblical teaching, the remarks of
Tkach Jr.’s memo, are encouraging &

Vol. 10, No. 7, 1993

“abusive, authontanan mmd-set Num ous members and formcr members an: shanng
-that WCG continues authoritarianis
-into submlsswn :

ol fo mampulate

-Pray that God will truly move Worldw1de urch of God away from the errors of
Arrnstrong:sm and the authoritarian practices of the past. Also, pray that the Holy.
Spirit will lead WCG.members to trust the Bxble alone as their sole_auth ority and Jead .
them to God's patlem and lovmg people’in a balan‘ ed, Bible-centered church rather
than mlo the splmter groups :

Watchman Expositor
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- Rick Branéh- _

7 Yre of the most significant
changes that seems to have taken
place in the Worldwide Church

of God concerns the movement away from
their doctrine of man’s potential to become
-God. While this change is admirable and

“one that moves the organization into a

-more biblical direction, _the current leader-
ship would seem to have its members be-

lieve that this false doctrine was never |
really taught. Rather, that it was only a

misunderstanding of terms.
Joseph Tkach, the current Pastor Gen-

" eral of the Worldwide Church of God,

. :-addressed this issue in his Personal col-

.. _-umn. His opinions are interesting when
. compared to the writings of Herbert W.

‘ . Armstrong, the founder of the Wor]dw:dc

... Church of God.

Gods vs. God?

Tkach: “Sometimes terms that are clear

to us may not be quite so clear to others.

Sometimes a term develops in the Church |

that is not appropriate. As a result, certain

!'HISCOHCGPHOHS can occur that are not in-

tended.
“Even though some may have thought

they knew what they meant when they said -

* that *we are to be “Gods,” the term ‘Gods'

implies complete equality with God and a- |.

certain independence of being. That is

definitely not the Church’s teachmg“ I

August 1991, p. 1).
Armstrong: “What then, is God’s pur-

pose for mankind? Briefly stated, God’s -

. purpose is that of REPRODUCING HIM-
SELF! - shocking as it may sound. God’s
purpose is to create spiritual sons in His
own CHARACTER IMAGE! God is rear-
ing children to become like Himself — to

Watchman Expositor

" do not mean we will be God as God is
‘of God they participate in the divine -
-every way. Believing that we are indeed

‘concluded that we are to become totally -

be BORN into H:s own dwme Fam:ly"
{Ambassador College Correspondence
Course, Lesson 1, p. 7).

While it is true that the Worldwide
Church of God never taught that men can

" become gods (in the sense that Mormon-

ism teaches), they have, throughout their

-early history, taught that men were to be-

What Is Elohim?
Tkach “Our goal is'to help people un-
derstand, not to use terms that cause them

to misunderstand. Thus we say ‘God the
Father’ and *God the Son,” but we do not

- say they are Gods — they are God (Elohim

with the singular grammatical sense in He-

come God.

Shall We Be Gad? |

Tkach. But we understand that we ||

God in all his attributes. ... As children.|

nature but they are not equal to God in
children of God, some have erroneously.*

equal with God” (The Worldwide News,
5 August 1991, pp. 1, 3).
Armstrong: “The PURPOSE of life
is that in us God is really re-creating His |.
own kind — reproducing Himself after |
His own kind — for we are, upon real. ||
conversion, actually begotten as sons,
yet unborn, of God... (then at the resur-
rection) we shall be instantaneously |
CHANGED from mortal-into immortal
— we shall then be BORN of God — -
WE SHALL THEN BE GOD!’ (Why -

y
Were You

Were You Born?, p. 21, parcnthes:s

added).

Contrary to Tkach's assessment, the
Worldwide Church of God’s founder,
Herbert W. Armstrong, did not simply
draw an erroneous conclusion about the
term, he actually believed and taught
that man had the potential to bé God as

God is God.

_7-

Thu" classu: Armstrong book!et

teaches that at the resurrection worthy

humans “SHALL THEN BE GOD!”

This 1957 pubhcanon along with oth-
.ers like The Tncredible Human Poten-

tial, no longer reflect the docirine of the

: Worldwzde Church of God.

 Vol. 10, No. 7, 1993




brew " (The Worldwzde News, 5 August
1991, p.3). .
" Armstrong: “For the word ‘God’ y
~comes to us from the Hebrew word “Elo- -
him," which means the Everlasting, Eter-
nal; Creating, All-powerful, Govemmg
KINGDOM. ‘Elohim’ means one God —
not many gods. But that ONE GOD is a
KINGDOM. ~There is but one true
. .CHURCH — one Church, but many
~ ‘members! So it is with God” (Why Were
You Born?, p. 21), :

It is interesting that both Tkach and
Armstrong would discuss the Hebrew
term Elohim and both would attempt to
make a different pomt with it. Tkach ex
plained that there is only one God and, _
therefore, men cannot become God, while
Armstrong said there is plenty of room in
the Elohim for other members,

Be Like God or Be God?

. Tkach: “In short, being made like God,
though definitely lesser than God the Fa-
 ther and the Lord Jesus Christ, we will be
. sharing in God’s glory and life” (The

Worldwide News, 5 August 1991, p. 3).

" Armstrong: “Do_you really grasp it? -
The PURPOSE of your being alive is that
finally you will be BORN into the King-
dom of God, when you will actually BE
GOD, even as Jesus was and is God, and
His Father, a different Person, dlso is
God!” (Why Were You Born?, p. 21).

" No,itisnot simply a misunderstanding
in terms over the years that has caused

 some misguided individuals to misinter-
pret the meaning of certain words. Arm-
strong spelled it out very clearly in his
~ books, “You are setting out on a training
" to become CREATOR — to become
GOD” (Ibid, p. 22).
Tkach’s new position for the World-
wide Church of God is a welcome step
toward a biblical view of God and Man. It

owshipping them. Then in
the f ipped people were referred to as group that
was trymg to get other membcrs toleave the chu e :
is not simply a clarification of Arm- [\..Tni¢ was untrue, however these statements made :t_appeart the attending cmbcr
strong’s position. The doctrine of men “ship that the previous. dlsfel!owshlpmems'we :
becoming God was not the result of some : of mind control on the minister’s part. L S
members misunderstanding Armstrong or | Thcse four individuals wére obwously shocked and upset wath Snyder $ comment
the use of unfortunate terminology. Mem- |« suspension only after all other methods of ¢ commumcatnon have fmled; ) whxch was
bers should understand this for what it is ftotally untrue in how they. were disfellowshxppcd ; ; ;
= @ major and much needed doctrinal {Edzror sNote Inani Ironic mwist, Michael Snyderhzm elf is no{ongera member of |
change. As some critics have claimed, "rhe Worldwide Church of God. According io the most ‘recent Ambassador Report, .

A"D_SU'O“B_ was rarely right but he was | ypit-known Jjournal of former WCG' members, Srzyder accused the church of bezng a
never ambiguous. &5 _ “cult” when he Ieft 1 S s . _ ‘

Vol. 10, No. 7, 1993 | -8~ | Watchman Expositor



doctrinal
concerns and
- your coun-
sel, it seems

-minister in

the Worldw1de Church of God has come

to an end, Since T am unable, in good
conscience, to teach as I have been taught
- in-all things or continue in the required
attitude of unquestioning obedience, I ask
that you please accept this letter as my

resignation from the ministry and mem- |}
bership of the organization. Enclosed is |-

my ordination certificate,”

And with these words addressed to Mr.
Kubik of Church Administration, ! ended
25 years as a member of the WCG.

Since the death of Herbert W, Arm-

strong in 1986, there have been massive -

doctrinal changes ...I had to ask myself, If

what we now have is the tfruth, then how -

“shall I account for so much error of the
past.
‘The changes in. doctnneladmmlslranon
were such that I did not know what 1
_believed anymore. The whole philosophi-
cal basis of the WCG was being so com-
pletely altered. 1 did not recognize the
body I first made contact with in the early

60’s. There was crisis in credibility of the _

first magnitude.

One of the major doctnnes that was
changed to bring it more in line with the
Bible was HWA’s unique and erroneous
teaching on being born again. 1 decided;
to satisfy curiosity, to spend some time
again with HWA’s old booklet (1962) to

Watchman Expositor

“Dear
Friends of
the World-
wide Church-
of God: As a’
result of my -

that my use- .
fulness as a |

see where he first got off the 'track.'Well,'

to be brief, I found great, glaring errors in
logic, ignored scriptures and false assump-
“tions. In short, his booklet was a classic
‘example of shoddy, incompetent research.
And this from a man claiming to be God’
only living apostle in these end times,
One doctrine that had bothered me for
some time was our approach to disfellow-
shipping members. Here was a major
teaching which seemed to cruelly affect

.many people who only had questions -
‘about doctrinal matters. When they could
get no satisfying answers to their persistent .

questions, they were kicked out and the
remaining members had to shun contact
with them. I found a... copy of a page from
the Constitution and By-laws of the old

. former name Radio Church of God. This
‘page contained -article ITI, section 3 *“dis-

missal of members” ... We not only ignore
the Biblical commands, but we could not
follow our own instructions which, if fol-
lowed, appear to be very fair.

Unlike the early 60°s when I first made
contact with the church, there is a great
deal of information critical of the organi-
zation. If I, the newly-introduced person,
were to read only a third of the information
available, there is no way I would want to

- have anything to do with the WCG. You
- say that this is God's only true Church and

we must wait for Christ to correct the
doctrines as he sees fit. This commonly-

held view among the members of the-

WCG is a dangerous, erroneous, and
Christ-insulting teaching which I totally

| reject since it places the blame for all the

_9_

suffering caused by our false teachings and
failed prophetic- interpretations on the
back of Jesus Christ. He is not the blame,
but ignorant, self-willed, arrogant men
who fear the truth which would set men

free from the abuse of sclf—acqmrcd '

authority, :

_The desire to believe the invisibie
Christ is behind a leader has kept deceived
millions marching in blind lock-step be-
hind the popes, kings, Joseph Smith, Wil-
liam Miller, Ellen G. White, Mary Baker
Eddy,... Jim Jones, Sun Myung Moon...

-and a host of other leaders who were self-

deluded at best or outright charlatans at
worst. We. must remember a thing is not
true just because one passionately believes
it. Passion without proof has led many to
destruction,

My next goal in the recovery process is-
to find out how much can be salvaged from
the co]lapsed house the WCG built for me.
This is the more difficult assignment. But
this I do know — Christ is the only media-
tor between me and God (1 Timothy 2:5).
No mortal or man-made organization can

| grant me salvation or deny it to me.

I will miss you all greatty. L have grown
to love you as we feasted together, at-
tended Holy Days together, fellowshipped
and laughed together. I counseled you,
anointed you or your loved ones when they
were sick, and taught you from God’s
Word. Some of you I have known for 25
years.

And before you judge me, consider —
I have been where you are, but you have
not been where I am. Thank you for taking
the time to read the many anguished
thoughts of Jim Baldwin.

- [Editor’s Note: Jim Baldwin was a _
preaching Elder for 15 of his 25 years in
the WCG in Charleston, NH.| &

Vol. 10, No. 7, 1993



Founder W1lham Dankenbrmg :
.Date:1988 .7 - .
Headquarters Altadena CA

"I'numph Prophehc Mmlstnes'

K I’hlladelphla Church of God-

Founder Gcrald Flurry
. Date: 1950
' Headquarters Edmond, OK
. Publications: The Philadelphia

Trumphét, The Philadelphia News |
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3 Date 1978
"'_.Headquarters Tyler,’IX
. Publications: The International
1 "News. T_Wenneth Century Watch

Note: The Worldw:de Church of God itselfisa break—
“off of the Church of God (Seventh-day), with which
- Herbert Armsrrong was a minister. The Church of God -
.- (Seventh-day) is directly related to the Church of God
(Adventist) Sabbatarian and the Seventh Day Adventist
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 Phillip Aron

. /g embers  of the Worldwide
Church of God have written
i &  Watchman Fellowship request-

ing articles dealing with doctrines. They !

. arg seeking sound biblical foundation for
the new_theolo
. obvious thai the rapid overthrow of doc-
frinal positions held by the church (WCG)
.. foryears has caused a number of problems.
for church leaders. One problem js that

church ministers have not been trained to .

.teach the new doctrines.

" All ministers of the Worldwide Church

“of God are Ambassador College gradu-

- -ates. They were trained in the theology of -
* Herbert W. Armstrong. That entire theo- |

. logical system has been reevaluated and

of their church. Tt is |

replaced by the present leadership of the
- church. Although church leaders are writ-

ing on the new doctrinal positions in |

_ church literature, some have complained
that their articles lack depth. Members re-

‘port_that they are being tofd to simply -

accept the new doctrines and wait for a

- more in depth exposition of their biblical
basis. : :

scriptures Worldwide members are intef-
ested in are given below with exegesis
considered by Bible scholars to be _the

churches,

Did the covenant with
Moses annul Abraham’s
promise?

(Galatians 3:15-19) Beginning with
verse 15, “Brethren, I speak after the man-
ner of men: Though it be but a man’s
covenant, yet when it hath been confirmed,
no one maketh it void, or addeth there-
unto.” Paul starts out by speaking of gen-
eral agreements made among men. The
word covenant designates a legally bind-
ing document. The word confirmed means

- legal sanction or ratification. Paul states

that even among men once a covenant has
been made it is not changed or made void

understanding of the Christian.

is establishing the parties involved in the

promise or covenant. The two parties are
God and the seed. Paul states that the seed
is Christ, Read Galatians 3:7,28 & 29. It is
cledr from these verses that whosoever has
faith in Christ is Abraham’s seed Thus, the
promises are a covenant between God and
Christ and all who by faith are said to be

“in Christ. -

‘Verse 17 reads; “Now this 1 say: A

| covenant confirmed beforehand by God,

the law, which came -four hundred and
thirty years after, doth not disannul, so as
to make the promise of none effect.” Paul

now comes directly to his main point; the

promise of salvation through the seed

(Christ), cannot be added to, subtracted -
~ from, or canceled by the law which was

not given until much Tater.

“For if the inheritance is of the law, it is
no more of promise: but God hath granted
it to Abraham by promise” (verse 18).

Abroad, especially in Australia, where : 7

many hard-line, old-timers are still pas-

toring, members are being disfellow- |

shipped, marked and shunned for ques-

tioning the new changes. Watchman Fel. -

lowship has received over a hundred Iet-

ters and phone calls from current and for.

mer members of the WCG, Many report
that in the U.S. members are being told to

keep quiet about their questions, If they |

ersistin spreading their questions to other
members, they can be disfellowshipped,
slandered from the pulpit and cut-off by

the local congregation, '

‘Many Worldwide members have asked

WFI for more information on the relation-
- ship between law and grace. Some of the

Watchman Expositor

by future agreements. Paul wants to estab-
lish this general principle before going on
to the specific question of the relationship
between the Law and the promise given to
Abraham.

En verse 16, Paul states: “*Now to Abra-
ham were the promises spoken, and to his
seed. He saith not, And to seeds, as of
many; but as of one, And to thy seed,
which is Christ.” Notice that the word
promise is synonymous with the term
covenant used in the previous verse. Paul

—-15-

“What then is the law? It was added be-
cause of transgressions, till the seed should
come to-whom the promisé hath been
made; and it was ordained through angels
by the hand of'a mediator” (verse 19). Pau] -
declares that the inheritance, i.e. salvation,
must be granted by God on the grounds of
the promise because the promise has pre-
eminence over the law. The purpose of the
law was not only to identify what consti-
tuted sin in God’s sight but was agtually
given “that the offence might@ as
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: stated,.in Bofnans 5:20. The knowledge of .

. “For Christ is the end of the law unto

the law causes sin to increase. The law is
given to contrast God’s holiness with
man’s sinfulness. The law made demands
but had no power in itself to effect obed
ence or salvation, -
In verse 21 Paul says that the law is not
. contrary to the promise. They both have
_the same goal, that is to bring man into a
state of righteousness before God. But, the
law is unable to do that because man does
not have the power within himself to obey
and the law has no power it can impart to
make obedience possible. Paul continues |
in verse 22 to explain that the law makes
it plain to man that there is no escape from
. God’s judgement. But, then Paul says that |
this is what God wants man to realize. The
scripture says, “But the scripture shut up
all things under sin”. God has closed off
every avenue of escape in order to point
" men to the promise, Jesus Christ.

Does faith abolish the
law?

I (Romans 3:31 i“Do we then make the
law of none effect through faith? God
forbid; nay, we establish the law.” To “es-
tablish the law” is to put it in a proper
perspective. The law will ever stand as
standard we must meet. But, as the verses
in Galatians have shown we have not the
power to meet them. But, in Christ, we are
declaredrighteous based on our faith. Paul
states that there is righteousness that is
“apart from the law,” verse 21, This is the
righteousness of God which was promised

- to Abraham which would be perfected in
the seed, Jesus Christ. This righteousness

is a free gift and would be appropriated by

faith not by works of the law.

When were the law’s
demands satisfied?

Jesus declares that the law will not pass
away until all is fulfilled (Matthew 5:17-
18).

“Wherefore the law was our school-
master to bring us to Christ, that we might

- be justifiéd by faith. But after that faith has
come, we are no longer under a school-
master” (Galatians 3;34),

Vol. 10, No. 7, 1993

| righteousness to everyone that belicveth”
U(Romans 10:4).) :

“That is to say that Christ has fulfilled
the demands of the law for us, who be-
| lieve. The Moral Law, the Ten Comimand-
ments, is a revelation of God's perfect
character, His perfect standard of right-
eousness. From that it serves threc func-
tions:

ot demonstrates how far short man has

come convicts man of sin, and becomes
man's tutor to Iead_ him to Christ.
- o It serves to.restrain evil,

-0 It shows the standard for our training

in righteousness — sanctification.

. Does the New Testamérit ;

command believers to
keep the Ten
- Commandments for
eternal life?

The "keepmg of the commandments of
God” (1 Connthlans T:19),
Man can never obey the law in order to

 obtain or keep salvation because thie law 1

demands : absolute perfection.. - _
Christ fulfilled the requlrement of the

law, the demands of perfect obedience, in -

our place. Man receives His [Jesus] right-
eousness imputed by faith when he places

his sole reliance, totally, only in Christ

(Galatians 3:10-14,2 Corinthi 213,

" When the writers of the New Testament
state that man is to obey the command-
ments which are now written on his heart
Hebrews 8:10-11, 10:16), they are refer-
Jfng to the standard for sanctification, not
justification, as man with a ne new pature,
emgowcred by the Spirit, is to To bé trans-

| formed to the image of Christ, the charac-
T of God (Romans -8:29). it

Salvation by Grace or
Law?

There is a subject that needs further
discussion. A number of religious move-
ments proclaim a belief in justification
based solely on faith in Jesus Christ. But,
when these belief systems are examined

more closely, there is a stronger emphasis

on the Old Testament and the law than’

there is on the New Testament and the

—16 -

Pérsoﬁ and: w k o '

Church of God. In examining this group s
past teachings on justification, it is obvi-

.-ous that they clearly taught that Christians. -
are saved by grace and E_pt bz works of

e law.

~In recent years there has been an at-

tempt to stress the person and work of

“Christ in their literature and in their offi-
- cial publications to the membership. But,
-there seems to be little change in the atti-

ist. Such a group,'.'
in-the past, has been the Worldwide

.the WCG is God’s sole organ of truth upon
thc earth, desp:te public pronouncements

tude of those in position of authority that >

to the contrary. There has been no evi-

dence. of change in the attitude that what-

ever the church declares to be truth at any
given time'is to be accepted without ques-

tion. If any member questions the leader- -

e er———
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. WCG is to be cut off from God and that’

_ can be subjected to stro gg _[g-._
- .buke -and many have been disfellow- -

~ shipped. In the minds of many in the .
WCG, to be disfellowshipped from the

- person’s fate is to be castiinto the lake of

treasury ineludes'ae well the prayers and

good works of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In
"'the treasury, oo, are the prayers and good

works of all the sainits.... In this way they

- obtain their own salvauon and at the same.

_fire The doctrine of justification by faith

time cooperate in saving their brothers in -

_the unity of the Mystical Body” (Vatican

in Jesus Christ alone is a cardinal Christian

tenet, but attitudes which usurp power and

authority from God are forei gntothe spmt

| of the gospel of f God’s love revealed in}
_ Chnst Jesus.{These observations are based 1

‘on over one hundred letters and phone

~calls received by Watchman Fellowship
from current and former members of the
church. :

Two Kmds of Relzgwns

There were two main schools of thought

. concerning justification which emerged :
from the Reformation. i

~ The Roman"Catholic church‘s Counc:l :
o Tmn 1545-T563} decreed, “If anyone |
“says by ‘the sacraments of the New Law

entrusted fo the Church, ..

I, Vol. I, Ch. 2, Sec. 5, pg. 66, January 1,
1967, No. 6, Indulgentarium Doctrina).
‘And finally from the post-Vatican II

. The Code of Canon Law, the church de-
clares, “The sacraments of the New Testa- -

ment, institpted by Christ-the Lord and

sanctifica-
" .(Canon

signs and means by which ...
tion of humankind is effect

| 840).

grace is not conferred ex opere operato
(from the work), but that faith alone in the
divine promise is sufficient to obtain
grace, et him be anathema” (7th session,

The Protestant view was that the be-

‘liever is only counted or declared nght-
eous by God. The former system obligates -

1547, The Canons and Decrees of the
‘Council of Trent, by Rev. H. J.
- Schroeder).
e work of Vatican IT brought this
thought into modern life by expounding,
«.the treasury of the Church is the infi-

mte value, which can never be exhausted,
which Christ’s merits have before God.
They were offered so that the whole of
" mankind could be set free from sin and
attain communion with the Father. This

the believer to keep the law and sacra-
ments and remain in the true chyrch in
order to be saved. The latter system recog-
nizes that the indwelling Holy Spirit ab-
hors sin and will ever convict the believer
,gf_s_i_n in his Tife. But, there are no works
required of the Christian to secure eternal
life. Eternal life is a present and -future
&essnon Hebrews 10;14,17-18 states:

“For by one offering He hath perfected for

. stand out as the .

ever them that afe sanctified. And their

sins and iniquities will I remember no

* more. Now where remission of these i is,

there is no miofe offering 1 for sin,”
The Worldwide Church of God under

Herbert Armstrong tau ghta  unique mix of

Protestant and what would appear to be,

“Roman Catholic thinking on conversion.

Armstrong taught that you were converted

-when you were baptized and received the

Holy Spirit. He stated in the booklet All -
about Water Baptism, “We are saved by
GRACE, and through FAITH—make no
mistake about that; but—there are condi-
tions!” (p. 3). Armstrong’s conditions
were that you remain in the WCG (God's
true church) and that you obey the Ten

» Commandments, keep the Sabbath, the
. Holy Days and whatever else he declared
- to be truth,

The current doctrinal revisions bemg

- brought about by the efforts of Joseph
' Tkach and his team are to be applauded as
- extraordinary in light of their spiritual
. benefits to the church membership. But, at

the same time the attitudes and  practices of

.administration and field m:mstry under-
nmine-the spirit and strength of .the new

emphasis on grace. .
The words of the apostle John are clea.r
“And this is the record, that God hath
given to us eternal life; and this life is in -
his son. He that hath the son hath life; and
he that hath not the son of God hath not

life.” (¥ John 5:11-12).

To the followers of the Worldw:de
Church of God and former members, may
God establish your heart in peace and the
assyrance that you are safe in Christ. &

| contain

Living
By Phillip Arnn

This cassette tape discusses the errors and doctrinal changes of the Worldmde Church of
God dunng Herbert Armstrong 53 year tenure as Pastor General The documentation gunde

s photocopies of 21 documents including:

Underthe Law'

® False Prophecies: Mussolini the “Beast " 1/3 of rlze world dead by 1975, etc.
Yy 972 Inseroffice Memo: Recounts many errors and “Persecution Possibilities”

* Divorce and Remarriage: Heartbreaking doctrine and subsequenr'change

* God’s Government: Armstrong reverses Church structure, claims Apost[esh:p

. Armstrong s Salvation: by law.not by grace '

Order the tape and marwual for a donation of $8.00 or more, Please ask for the set by name when you write.

Watchman Expositor
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| WCG Accept.s Trmz ty

: ;Cautmued ﬁ-om Page. 4

" stating “Perhaps it would be helpful for me

| Chan ges Wlthm the Waridwr-de Church af

"&_,dd p.B).

founded earher thls year by the well-

. | ‘known former Worldwide Evangelist,
- Related to the Tnmty doctrme, the ‘

“"Roderick Meredlth (see page 1 0 for achart

urch no- longer teaches that men can | of splinter groups). -
10 explain here what was wrong with our come. God in the same ‘way that Jesus '_ * From the materials they produce, these
article titled “Who Was Jesus’ Father? in | jand the Father are ‘God. Tkach writes;  rival churches for the most part continue

- the final issue of The Good News (Novem- |
: ber-December 1990), which was designed

to refute the doctrine of the Trinity,

- letme say that the author of the article was

: srmply using our traditional terminology,
' understandmg and reasoning. His expla-
nations were no different from what has
been generally taught in the Church. We
should all realize that this is simiply an arca

that had never been carefully studied”
- (Worldwide News 23 December 1991,

p.5.) S
Tkach made it verv clear atthe tune that

.doctrine, He explained, ‘Someone may
..ask, *Does this mean we now accept the

*doctrine of the Trinity?” No, it does not”
i, p. 1). His point was that many of the
- arguments the church used against the
Trinity doctrine were flawed in that the
_ church did not really understand the doc:
trine. Also in its zeal to attack the Trinity

doctnne the church used metaphors and |
Janalogres that were “biblically ‘wrong.™ |
“Tkach added, “when we attemnpt to point |
out the errors and inconsistencies in the’
teachings of others, we must at least un- |
derstand what others are teaching to avoid -
exposing our own 1gnorance“ (Ibid; p. 5y

By this time the church was no longer -

'seemg the doc!nne of the Trinity as a Satan
inspired teachmg Tkach explained, “The
"doctrme of the Trinity did rot originate in
pagamsm, as we have tradrtnonally taught”
(Ibrd 25 August 1992, p:1). The church
produced a compilation of brief doctrinal
- statements from current publications that

- swas shared in 1991 during discussions
“with the facuity of Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School, ‘a Deerfield, Illinois |*
~ /based seminary affiliated with the Evan-

gelical Free Church, The document

quoted Stavrinides’ explanation that the |

Church now views Eastern, Western Prot-
“estant, and modernist views of the’ Trimty.
as genuine attempts to reach a deeper
understandlng of God’s nature” (Sum-

Jnary of Doctrinal S:atemems and Recem

the Church was not adopting the Trinity-

they knew what they meant when they said
that *we are to be Gods,” the term “Gods®
rmphes complete equality with God and a

' certam independence of . bemg That is

defimtcly not the Church’s teaching.”
«To facilitate the changes, the Church
:has_;"_ lscontmued most of Herbert Arm-
trong’s_most_popular_books including:

Ihe Incredible Human Potential, The _

United States and Britain in Prophecy,
- The Missing Dimension in Sex, and
Armsu'ong s final book, Mystery of the
/Ages, which had been hetalded at the time
to be perhaps, “the most important book

written in almost 1,900 years” (p. xii, see -

_ ; tor Vol. ;
Watchman Exp ositor Vol. 8, No. 5, p. 1). ‘| Michael Feazell, who recently recejved a

| MATin Religion from Azusa Pacific’ and p

- | is pursuing a doctorate in theology.

Changes Fuel Attacks -
Prom Former Mrmsters

The Worldwide Church of God has suf- -

fered blistering attacks by former mem-
‘bers who have seized on the changes as
opportunities to promote their own rival
churches. These rival churches include the
Intérnational Church of God, (founded by |
Armstrong’s son, Garner Ted), the Phila-
delphia Church of God, and a very serious

new contender, the Global Church of God,

1979, p.25 compared to The }

News 31 March 1992, p. I)
4, Greater emphasrs on grace an les__
empha51s on salvauon by works

tithing, dietary” law,  Sabbath keeping,
etc.. (compare The ‘Good News, :Janu:
.arylFebruary 1990, pp."6-7- thh Co-
Zworker Lerter 24 May 1990) g

“Even though some may ‘have' thought 1

to _cling to the classic errors of

Armstrong_lsm 1In their attacks on Tkach
[and the ¢hanges in the Worldwide Church,

there seems to be little attempt to deal with
issues b1b11cally or in a scholarly manner.

| Most issues are settled by an appeal to

Herbert W. Armstrong and his ecectm
mterpretatlon of the Bible.

" Architects of Change

Accordmg to insiders, the major impe-
- tus for doctrinal changes is biblical schol-
arship from the Church Administration
. department (CHAD). Key architects of the
" changes include Joseph Tkach Jr. (son of

. the current leader), K.J. Stavrinides, and

Evangelical Christians should be en- -

couraged by more evidence of real- and

_substantive doctrinal improvements on the

" part of the Worldwide Church of God, '
‘That encouragement should be tempered:
however, by continued and. widespread
reports received by Watchman Fellowship
and others, of spiritual abuse.. In all,
Watchman has received over 100 fetters
" and telephone calls from current and for-
mer Worldwide members reporting un-
warranted shunning, mampulitnon in-
timidation, or other forms of abuse from

their church superiors. A few of these tes-
timonies are carried in this month’s Ex-
positor,

{Even Tkach ‘laments the fact that their

;0Wn members sometimes fear writing the -

headquarters with questions feeling that

il They must do s anonymously (Worldwide

News, 22 September 1992, p.1). Aggar-
e@ many members fear’ repfisal for
questioning the doctrinal changes or new
direction of the church. According to re-

1 - ports Watchman is recewmg, those fears

are not entirely unjustified. Christians are

encouraged to pray for the Worldwide
Church of God and for the thousands of
lives affected by its doctrine. Gr‘ '

4
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- {(Yince the death of Herbert W. Arm-
strong in 1986, the Worldwide

Church of God (WCG) has seen a
number of former ministers Ieave the
church. These former ministers have either
resigned or have been fired because of
their objections to the massive changes in
WCG teachings.

The theological turn about, spear-
headed by Joseph Tkach Jr, head of
Church Administration and Michael

- Feazell, chairman of the manuscript re-

view team has left many hard-line Arm-

strong supporters, who are unwilling to

consider change, so furious that several
have formed their own churchés and de-

.clared themselves to be Armstrong S true

successors.

One: former minister who has formed
his own church in the i image of Armstrong
is Gerald R. Flurry. Flurry was separated
from the WCG in December of 1989, By
January of 1990 he had founded the Phila-
delphia Church of God (PCG). Flurry has
declared himself to be the restorer of the
truth as taught by Armstrong. Many who

-have left Flurry’s church have accused him

of all but deifying Armstrong,

Flurry immediately began publishing a
monthly newsletter, The Philadelphia
Trumpet. At least 12 out of 18 staff mem-
bers of The Philadelphia Trumpet are rela-
tives, friends or former members of
Fliuarry’s last WCG congregation.

Subscription list size of The Philadel-

phia Trumpet (PT) is approximately
10,000, Most names on the list are said to

‘be members of the WCG who did not ask.

to be placed on PCG’s list. Flurry encour-

_ages this practice when he exhorted his
followers, “If any of you have names and .

addresses of Church members whom you
feel would benefit from this paper (other
than Oklahoma City and Enid, Okla-
homa), please send them to us and we will

Watchman Expositor
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malI this message to them Everything will

be kept confidential” (Maiach: ) Message. :

P. 82, Ist edition).

- PCG’s annual income is thought to be
approximately $1.5 million, according to
estimates of former members. Flurry

claims to have congreganons in 16 coun- -

tries. ‘

A ‘number ‘of former members of
Flurry’s PCG have written to Watchman
Fellowship requesting the Watchman Ex-

- 'positor warn people about this group.
.Some of their concerns are based on his

doomsday prophecies of judgment on

America and his teaching of a “place of .

safety.” Some former followers of Flurry
are concerned that the PCG is another

 Jonestown waiting to happen.

The following is a brief look at some of
Flurry s teachings. %

False Prophec:es
1) California cursed by God for *79

~receivership: “The farmers say they are

*sick” about the drought! But are they sick
enough to repent? All Californians and
other Americans and the British people are
receiving a warning from God to repent of
their abominable sins! And that repen-

. tance revolves around heeding what Her-

bert W. Armstrong (HWA) taught for 57
years.... Now only the Philadelphia

Church of God holds fast to God’s inspired

teaching through Herbert W. Armstrong.
HW A was God’s modern day *Elijah’ who
was prophesied to come in this end-time

(Mal. 4:5-6, Matt. 17:10-11)" (Philadel-

phia Trumpet, March 1991, p. 10).

“God sent him and God is going to hold
America, England and the world account-
able for what he taught! The drought is a
major disaster for California, But will it
move people to repent? Or will it take
another major disaster to awaken them?

_19-

Tbackzngs Of A Palse Prophet

pear future? Or a nuclear bomb attack? |
-How much God has to inflict depends on

our attitude!”

.-.As I'live saith the Lord God, T have
no pleasu_re in the death of the wicked; but
that the wicked turn from your evil ways;
for why will ye die, O house of Isracl?”
(Ezekiel 33.7, 1 1). This is a powerful
warning from God to the *house of Israel.’
HWA taught for many years that Israel
today is mainly the U.S. and England. This
is so terribly serious. Qur nations must
‘turn’ — repent — OR DIE!! Has the state
of California committed a sin for which it
is being punished?” (Ibid) ‘

*This drought should have ‘the ring of
a BIBLICAL CURSE — because THAT'S

- EXACTLY WHAT IT IS!” (Ibid).

“Read what Herbert W. Armstrong
wrote on January 3, 1980 — On January
3rd, 1979 — one year ago today — with-
out-the legally required prior notice or
warning, an armed task force swooped
down in a massive surprise attack, in utter
violation of the Constitution of the United

States, on the headquarters complex of the

Worldwide Church of God, Ambassador
College, The PLAIN TRUTH and other
publications, and the Ambassador Interna-

tional Cultural Foundation in Pasadena,
California. This invasion of state against -
" church was made solely for the witch-hunt

purpose of seeking to find some evidence
to support the baseless allegations of em-

bittered expelled members. There was no
evidence. Hence there was no criminal

charge” (Ibid).
In 1992, after a long period of heavy

‘rainfall the Governor of California de-
clared the state’s long drought to be offi-

cially over. _
2) January 16 Prediction: “You are
going to see the date of HWA's death take

Vol. 10, No. 7, 1993




_ _on'_,mof'e signiﬁcahée as’ time goes on”
(Malachi's Message, p. 83, 1st edition).
- “War Begins — January 16, 1991.”

- “I felt confident something ommous-

could happen on January 16, 1991. Here's

why. God sent an ‘Elijah’ (Mal. 4:5-6, -

Matt. 17:10-11) or HWA before ‘the great
and dreadful day of the Lord." A dreadful
day is on the immediate horizon! There are
major prophecies in the Bible about this
man and God is going to force this world
to finaily accept what he taught” (Phila-
delphia Trumpet, February 1991, p. 1),
* The “ominous” event turned out to be a
quick and decisive military victory. It
hardly resembled an event which could be
. construed as a warning from God of im-
pending destruction for the U.S., Great
Britain or Israel. There have been no sig-
nificant events to occur -on this date for
1992 or 1993,
~3) L.A. riots/Ezekiel 5 ‘prophecy
“The blacks are learning they can break
" the law and get away with it. And God says
" in this, ‘you shall burn with fire’ (Ezekiel

5:2). Now we could just say that is  just

symbolism. But I don’t think it is’ just
symbolism. There is a pestilence or a
plague of some kind. And it had to do, I
think you could safely say, with burmng

or with what’s going on in L.A., and is
going to go on all over this land before it ‘;

is over. And now the world sees us falling

-apart and our cities being burned. And

there will be many more and it is going to
get a lot worse because, it is prophesied

here brethren. And it will, God says so” y

(Sermon by Flurry, 9 May 1992).

The prophecies in Ezekiel 5 are plainly
referring to the city of Jerusalem (verse 5),
not Los Angeles. The rioting did not

- spread to other cities as predicted by
'Flurry. This is only one of many instances
where Flurry has attempted to take cutrent
events and place them wnthm old Testa-

" ment prophecies.

4) Angelic Revelation: “Some of us
may have-known a few details of
Malachi’s Message before it was printed.
Two or three people have said they under-
stood most of it before it was written. That
is a horrible fallacy! Malachi's Message
was delivered to me and the PCG in 1989,
A mighty angel directly from God deliv-
ered it! There was no need for the angel to
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| views” {(Philadelphia Trumpet Scptem~
1 ber/October 1992, p.8). oo
- In late October of 1992; an mqmry was

this angelic visitation, This reply was sent
by Wayne Turgeon, of the Personat Cor-
respondence Department. “God is reveal-

way that he did to HWA — gradually
showing him meanings to scriptures never
1 before fully understood. There are no vi-

plies to the new truth about “The thtle
Book’™ (Letter on file). '

‘Flurry makes a dangerous claim about
his revelation, “The message of this little
book WAS REVEALED 1900 YEARS

WRITTEN UNTIL 1989! MALACHI'S
MESSAGE IS AN UNWRITTEN PART
"OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION{”
(Philadelphia Trumpet, Septeber/October
1992, p. 6). The danger lies in the warning
found in Revelation 22:18, “For I testify
unto every man that heareth the words of
the prophecy of this book. If any man shall
add unto these things, God shall add unto
him the plagues that are written in th:s
book.”

Paul, also, gave ample warnmg, “I mar-
vel that ye are 5o soon removed from him
that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel: Which is not another; but
there be some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel unto you than that which we
have preached unto you, let him be ac-

-cursed” (Galatians 1:6-8).

-20-

| "éc;mé-if a fcw:al'r'ead-y'_llmdcrs_t-obc_i thé mes— ': '
sage! Thope all of us would challenge such |

made to Flurry concerning the nature of
ing riew truth to Mr, Flurry in the same

sions, voices, etc. This same process ap-

AGO! HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT

Also Flurry states “thls httle book

'WAS REVEALED 1900 YEARS AGO!™
| ‘But, notice his statement elsewhere, “It's
| a NEW REVELATION — not something
‘somebody: already knew!” (Philadelphia
.Trumper September/October, 1992, p 6,

8). -

5) Clmms HWA is end-time Elijah:
Flurry declares of Herbert Armstrong,
“Because he is God’s man. And he is the

"Elijah” (sermon tape, 9 May 1992). Jesus
. made this statement about John the Bap-

tist, “For all the prophets and the. law

prophesied until John. And if you will-

receive it, this is Elias (Elijah) which was
for to come™ (Matthew 11:13-14),

- Gerald Flurry is falling into the same

error of Herbert W Armstrong. He is at-

tempting to find scriptural references to-
his own life and ministry in biblical proph-
“ecy and is assigning Bible verses (out of

context) and apocalyptic significance to
minor, m-elcvant. local events in worId

history.

This is the same formula that mspxrcd

| Armstrong’s false prophecies. Armstrong
. identified Mussolini and Hitler as the An-

tichrist, said the war in Viet Nam would
nd in the universal world peace and pre-

. dicted end-time events for the years 1972
and 1975 (See Watchman Expositor, Vol.
- 8, No. 5, 1991 for complete documenta-

tion). ..
~To its credlt. the Worldwide Church of

God today has resisted this misuse of the

Bible. Tkach has not seized on local news

headlines or even major events like the =~

recent Gulf War or the reunification of
Germany as an excuse to set dates for the
end of the world.

A more balanced approach to biblical |

prophecy may be difficult to swallow for

-long-time followers of Armstrong. They

were raised on a steady diet of authorita-

tive dates including colorful forecasts and
. shocking_predictions — most of which

have already failed. Many members
planned their educations, careers, families
— their entire lives on Armstrong’s falsa
dates.

For those followers of Armstrong,
Flurry’s Philadelphia Church of God
should be seen for what it is ~— a step i in

-the wrong directmn Gf
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:safe ground to make. ...

¥ 1 or decadcs,' the Plain Truth maga-
‘= zine carried numerous - articles

warning of cataclysmic disasters —

- which were just a few years away. An

-entire generation was spiritually nustured

on the prophetic. speculations of Herbert:

W. Armstrong and other leaders in the
Worldwide Church of God. '

As early as 1956, The Plain Truth was
warning faithful readers about “sevenlong

and frightful years” which . ..takes us —
if the dates which appear so definitely

- indicated by these prophecies are correct
— from 1965 to 1972!” What was to hap-
" pen in 197272 The Worldwide Church of

God explained, “God's work of spreading

: the gospel of the Kingdom of God to all
_ the world would probably end in 19721

(April 1956, p. 22).
Such was the north under the leadership

of Herbert W. Armstrong. From the Sec-

ond Coming of Jesus only a few years

awagy (January 1967), to the “Great

Drought of 1975” (April 1967), Arm-
strong was rarely without prophetic pon-

_derings.

However, under the new leadershlp of
Joseph Tkach, the Worldwide Church of

God seems to be taking a more biblical [

approach to undemandmg apocalyptic lit-
erature.

In his Personal column, Tkach writes,

- “But it is not scriptural to say ‘Look, we

have worked out all the chronologies and
dates, and guess.what, Jesus is coming
_back in this or that year, or ‘within four to
seven years, or in the next 20 years, or

. sometime in this decade,” or whatever

other assessment we may think we are on
There are enough

Watchman Expositor
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‘In fact, Tkach appears to be so dis-

" pleased with this unbiblical basis of ap- -

proach that he has catled it faulty.

" “Some tend to see Bible prophecy as a
sort of jigsaw puzzle or secret code God
left the Church,” Tkach writes. “They be-
lieve that if Church members study proph-
ecy carefully enough, they will be able to
figure out the answer to such curiosity-
arousing questions as when Jesus will re-
turn, the personal identity of the beast of
Revelation, or which modern nation will
attack another. However, to think of Bible
prophecy in this way is to think of it from
afaulty premise — from the faulty premise
that itis somehow important for Christians
to know the answers to such questions.
Consequently, a person can unknowingly
miss the point of prophecy and put his or

"+1 her spiritual pricrities in the wrong place”

doomsday prophets in the world proclaim-
. ing that Jesus is coming back in this or that
‘year, or that some great disaster is going to
“fall somewhere in this or that year. But
God’s Church should not be amiong them™
{(The Worldwide News, 23 April 1990, p

B

...21..

(The Worldwide News, 9 December 1991,

| p-1).

Though Tkach has made some adrmra-

{ ble strides in giving the Worldwide
Church of God a more biblical and bal-

anced approach to prophetic under-

standing, it would appear that not all of the

leadership is pleased with this new stance.
One example is Roderick Meredith who -

| earlier this year broke away from the -

Worldwide Church of God and formed the

| Global Church of God in Glendora, Cali- -
- fornia. Because he had been a member of

the Worldwide Church of God for mostof
its existence, he was able to influence sev-

eral hundred members to also leave.

In speaking of the Worldwide Church
of God and its new approach to biblical - -
initerpretation, he writes in his newsletter,
“With the truly massive doctrinal changes,
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itis deﬁﬁite'l.y' tl'me'for men and women of
'jfalth and courage to stand up for the Trth

“of Almlghty God” (Global Church News,

Vol 1,No. 1,p. 1)
. Two months later,

"more and - more_gmfcssmg Christian or-.
ganizations ‘water down’ Truth, or com-

_promise with Truth in order to be ‘accept-

-able’ to the world or to ‘mainstream Chris-

tianity,” it is more important than ever that
‘we in the Global Church of God ..

time, and free to do the Work of preaching
the Gospel without fear or favor of men"_,

(Ibid).

_ Meredithis certamly no stranger to pre-'.
dxctmg cataclysmic events.In 1966, while

still 4 member of the Worldwide Church
of God, he wrote an article for the Plain
Truth magazine in which he noted a spec-

tacular biblical event whlch could happen

in 1972.

- make sure that we never do
-this!” (Ibid, Vol. 1, No. 3, p. 2).
Fart of this truth that z
“Meredith wants to “‘maintain is
the old stance, popularlzed by
Armstrong, that prophetic -

_ speculation is a key part of the .
strue church.

He explains, “It is absolutely
vital that we preach the inspired warning
. message to our age that God's Word is

filled with. It is vital also that the whole
thrust of end-time prophecy does not b’e-,

come a ‘casualty of compromise.’
“Thank God that we in the Giobal Church

are ‘free’ to preach and practice the whole'

. Truth, free to warn our people of the com-
‘ing world cataclysm while there is still

orldwid e

launcﬁgd:perhaps as carly as the spring of

1972 — or ‘earlier if this final work of -
préaching the Gospel of the ngdom of
1 ‘God is cut short” (May 1965, p. 45).

Remember; Meredith stated that thesé

-events were based on Bible prophecy.

Thus, it would appear that the prophetic

' speculation tradition, begun by Arm-

strong, will continue in Meredlth’s Global

. | Church of God.

In his first newsletter he

just such.a doom,sday teaching
style. “God. insists.that His ser-

“What was “The _maning of Hitler's |:
{ fake suicide* Meredith asked. “Tt’s mean-

ing could SHOCK an awed and astonished
world within the next five to seven years!

Its meaning could precipitate the END of

this present age and the second coming of
Jesus Christ! ... Tt is a most interesting

~ date because Blble prophecy indicates that

the final attack on the U.S. and Britain by
this commg ‘Beast’ power could easily be
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-Pethaps there is a more appropriate

question: If teachers misinterpret and -
falsely predict the revealed truth then are
they servants of the true God? This is the
question that many who will leave the ;
Worldwide Church ‘of God to join the :
Global Church of God should be asking ¥

themselves. ﬁ‘
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seems to have set the stage for '3

va_nts the ‘prophets will under- °
stand and fearlessly ‘teach what
the future holds. If téachers can- -
- not see the revealed future, then - |/
L are they true servants of God?” |

;
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